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list closed with a colossal etcetera, etcetera. For they
were not easily caught napping, these worthy burghers,
and had ever in view "the interests of the common
German merchants," which they feared might be
endangered by too much publicity. Still, they had
become a power that could not be hid, and seeing how
well they realized this in most respects, it is the more
curious that they did not avail themselves of their
chance of attaining political autonomy. The more
curious too, because, as a rule, the Hanseatics, like the
modern Italians, knew so well how to draw profit out of
all the dissensions and disorders that agitated Europe,
It was indeed a vast dominion that stood under the
sway of the Hansa. In the course of less than a
hundred years there had arisen on the Baltic coast,
within the area of two hundred and fifty miles, no
fewer than fourteen cities of first-class importance,
not to name those that already existed there. Thus
the merchants held in their possession the mouths of
all the great Baltic rivers, on all of which they founded
harbours and dep6ts. Germany in that epoch evinced
a power of colonization which in its successes recalls
the most brilliant moments of the extension of Greek
life in the Mediterranean. In more modern times
only the North American soil has exercised an
attraction similar to that of the Baltic coasts, and has
shown an equal power of upraising cities within a
brief space of time. Many of the towns boasted a
far larger population than they have at this day.
Thus Lubeck in the fourteenth century counted eighty
thousand inhabitants, as against forty-eight thousand
in 1870.